Authority in Russia under Nicholas II

The Tsar

· his family had ruled the throne since 1613
· his title was ‘Emperor and Autocrat of all Russia’

· came from a family with absolute power

· became Tsar in 1894 aged 26, when his father died after a short illness
· did not want to be a Tsar, and his education did not prepare him to do it
· was weak and indecisive and he preferred brainless loyal people who would not threaten his authority
· cared little for politics or public life

· unaware of the radical & often violent changes that were taking place in Russian society

Ministers

· the Tsar had the right to nominate 10 members of his ministerial council who ran the government.  Tsar also had right to dismiss them.

· No collective responsibility but each minister was individually responsible to the Tsar
· The Tsar had the right to nominate 60 members of the Council of State and he nominated those who did not threaten his authority.  Tsar consulted them regarding introduction of certain laws

Bureaucracy

· civil servants placed the state before the individual
· under the Tsar the bureaucracy had grown steadily in size

· it was graded into 14 different ranks
· by 1900 the system was heavily over-centralised (not spread throughout Russia) and created a lot of paperwork
· it was a corrupt system with many officials even in top ranks taking bribes – also stole enormous sums from public funds.  Lazy.  Bribery was normal practice

Okhrana

· secret section of the State Police Department

· members of the cabinet and even the Tsar's mother were under police supervision and had their mail intercepted

· some made their way into the Soviet revolutionary societies, sometimes even organised them, and took part in political acts of violence
· involved in assassinations
· Russians who opposed the Tsar and his government were liable to attract the attention of the Okhrana
Orthodox Church

· A government department
· run by a chief Procurator appointed by the Tsar
· priesthood meant:
· influence over masses

· favoured Tsar & authority

· hostile towards other churches & racial groups

· involved in persecution of the Jews & Poles

· parish priests had better lives than peasants
· they had inferior status, often lived in poverty and had little education
