History Lesson Plan

	Context/Topic: The Cold War
	Level: 2
	Class:  Yr 12 History
	Lesson No: 1
	Date: 23 August

	Achievement Objective
	Learning Outcomes
	Essential Skills
	Key Concepts

	From S.S Curriculum Document:
Resources & Economic Activities 7.1
How and why individuals and groups make decisions to gain access to the resources of nations other than their own, and the consequences of this.

Social Organisation 7.2

How communities and nations meet their responsibilities and exercise their rights.
	By the end of the lesson students will:

1. Understand the importance of Cuba within the Cold War context.
2. Be able to describe the various options open to the Cubans, Americans and Soviets during the Cuban Missile Crisis and their advantages and disadvantages.

3. Be able to justify decisions of appropriate action.
	Communication

Social/Co-operation

Information gathering
	U2 Reconnaissance
Bay of Pigs

Lack of communication = Hotline



	Link to Prior Learning
	Link to Next Lesson

	The Impact of the Berlin Wall


	What really happened during The Cuban Missile Crisis

	Time
	Teaching and Learning Sequence 
	Resources

	10 mins
5

mins

40 mins
5 mins
	1. Setting the scene:  1959 Fidel Castro overthrows the puppet Govt. in Cuba, 1960 JFK elected, 1961 Bay of Pigs

 History Roads
2. 
What to Do?  Set up the Game.
Class divides into 2 even groups, allocate countries and each group nominates a leader
USA (Kennedy)

Soviet Union (Khrushchev)

The rest of the group members act as advisors (Military/Diplomatic/Political/Intelligence) to their respective leaders.

Outline the guidelines for action and task:  Each country must come up with how they would react to each stage of the crisis as it plays out.

After each stage is discussed, the groups come together and outline their proposed action and response to the actions of others.  The order will run:  USA, then Soviet Union 

Why?  The Soviets have initiated the action by stationing missiles on Cuba.
Hand out stages and accompanying information, countries have 5 minutes to discuss and propose their action.  Be prepared to justify your action/inaction.
3.
Play out the action.


4.  Wrap up the lesson.  Q:  What did we learn?  How hard was it?  Which option did the USA take in the end?


Tomorrow – ON the BRINK – What happens???
	1. Background notes.
2.  Instructions

     Task sheets/Info


Setting the Scene: The Cuban Missile Crisis
Set up as a History Road – dates and explanation.

Question students as we run through the dates.
1933-59 Cuba is run by a pro-American Government under Fulgencio Batista.

Q:
WHY?

Location – Cuba is only 140km (90 miles) from the USA

America owned most of the land and industries on Cuba and bought its main export Sugar Cane.

1959

Fidel Castro overthrows the Government and installs a Marxist regime, he 


wants to return the good land to the peasant workers. 



America refused to loan money to Castro and stoped buying sugar

 = end of the Cuba-America alliance



The Soviets offer support to Castro and offered to buy sugar, believing the 

US had been exploiting Cuba.

 = start of Cuban-Soviet alliance

1960

Who is elected as US President?



John F. Kennedy, the youngest President elected in history.

1961

Batista and supporters, with some help from the USA tried to overthrow 



Castro, and landed at the Bay of Pigs in Cuba.  The attempt failed miserably.

1962

September:  CIA reports from Cuban refugees indicate a build up of Russian 

bases on Cuba.


Q:  Why is this alarming for the Americans?



Location- Cuba is only 140km from the USA, missile capabilities could target 

many USA cities, including DC, and New York the financial and political 


capitals of the country.

Notes:
· September 1962  the American CIA gets reports that there is a build up of Russian bases on Cuba.  
· 16 October 1962 an American U2 spy plane confirms this and the next day American Intelligence reports that the missiles on Cuba could kill 80 million Americans.

Options:

Do Nothing

Air Strike against military bases on Cuba

Blockade Cuba

Invade Cuba with ground forces

Attack Cuba/USSR with nuclear weapons

· Russian ships carrying crates of missiles are spotted in the Atlantic.

· October 24, President Kennedy imposed a quarantine on all military equipment being shipped to Cuba. 100 warships surround Cuba.  
· The crisis was not over, as U2 photos showed the missile sites on Cuba were nearly finished.

· 26 October Kennedy got a letter from Khrushchev  offering to remove the missiles from Cuba if America promised not to invade Cuba and end the blockade.  
· The next morning Khrushchev received another letter, this time proposing a missile swap.  If America removed its missile bases in Turkey , the Soviet Union would remove its bases on Cuba.

· Kennedy accepted the first letter, and gave the Soviets until the 29th to respond, otherwise they would invade.

· Khrushchev replied on the 28th, accepting the proposal.  However, there was more to the proposal than was initially released.  Within a year, America had removed its missile bases from Turkey.
Results:

Nuclear war is avoided

Brinkmanship is dangerous

USA & USSR have responsibilities to the world and need closer relations

Hotline

Test Ban Treaty
	GUIDELINES FOR ACTION
1. Always discuss and record the different options at each stage – do not think of just one.

2. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of what you are considering.

3. Think about how the other side might react to your actions.

4. Think about how far your side and the other side is prepared to go.

5. Remember neither side will want to back down or ‘lose face’ in the eyes of the world.

6. The leader has the final decision.
ORDER OF ACTION

1. Each country is given the same set of information about what is happening.

2. Time is allowed for each country to come up with a course of action.

3. The USA will respond first, followed by the USSR, followed by Cuba.
4. Countries could then be asked to justify their action or outline the other options they came up with.
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ROLES
The Leader: 
Use your advisors to help you decide a course of action to help you negotiate with the other sides.

You bear the responsibility, your decision is final.

The Advisors:

Military:  army chiefs, navy, air force

Diplomatic: experts in foreign affairs

Political:  supporters of the leader

Intelligence: experts in how the others think!

You must use your expertise to advise the leader on what to do-thinking specifically on the implications of any actions in your respective areas.
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	STAGE ONE:

September 1962

CIA reports from Cuban refugees indicate a build up of Russian bases on Cuba.

Action:

-The Americans receive the information first.  The leader and advisors study it and discuss what to do.  The Americans then inform the Soviets of their action.
While the Americans are discussing their plans, the Soviets can be trying to  

pre-empt (make an educated guess) what the Americans will do.

Response:

- The Soviets study America’s action and discuss how they will react.  They then inform the Americans of their action.

While the Soviets are discussing their plans, the Americans are trying to pre-empt what the Soviets will do.

[Note:  This format will be followed throughout each stage]
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	STAGE TWO:

16 October 1962

An American U2 plan flies over Cuba and takes a photograph which the CIA identify as missile sites being built for use with Russian nuclear missiles.
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	STAGE THREE:

17 October 1962

American intelligence reports that the 16-32 missiles on Cuba could kill 80 million Americans in a range of 2000 miles.
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	STAGE FOUR:

Over 20 Soviet ships are spotted in mid-Atlantic, en route for Cuba.  On board are missiles, in crates.
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	STAGE FIVE:

25 October 1962

Further U2 photographs show that work continues on missile bases on Cuba.  The sites will be ready in a few days.
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	STAGE SIX:

27 October 1962

A U2 is shot down by a Soviet missile over Cuba.  The pilot, Major Anderson, is killed.
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