IMPERIAL RUSSIA 1900’s
	INSTITUTIONS
	
	ECONOMY
	
	POLITICS

	
	
	
	
	

	Autocratic Government
	
	Backwards Agriculture
	
	No Parliament

	
	
	
	
	

	Corrupt Bureaucracy
	
	Limited Industrial Growth
	
	Censorship

	
	
	
	
	

	Reactionary Church
	
	80% Peasant Population
	
	Repression of political opposition

	
	
	
	
	

	Oppressive Army
	
	Poor Communications
	
	Disgruntled Intelligentsia

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Growth of underground revolutionary and reformist parties


MAIN POLITICAL PARTIES AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 20th CENTURY

	CONSTITUTIONAL DEMOCRATS
	SOCIAL REVOLUTIONARIES
	SOCIAL DEMOCRATS

(Marxist Revolutionaries)

	A.K.A  
Cadets
	A.K.A  
‘SRs’
	A.K.A  
Bolsheviks


Mensheviks
(Split into two camps 1903. Lenin attached the name Bolshevik to SDs who agreed with his ideas of a small, elite party. Most of the party disagreed with him)

	Ideas:

To persuade the Tsar to share his power

To have an elected parliament in a democratic system of government
	Ideas:

To abolish Tsarist rule

To redistribute land to the peasants
	Ideas:

To overthrow the existing order

	Methods:

To peacefully criticise the government (to demand free speech)
	Methods:

To incite the peasants to rise against the Tsar

To use terrorism
‘People’s Will’ organisation assassinated the Tsar’s father in 1881
	Methods:

To use small, dedicated group to overthrow the Tsar in a swift 2 stage revolution (Bolsheviks)

To work with the middle class to achieve democracy and ten have a working class revolution 

(Mensheviks)

	Membership:

Middle class liberals e.g. doctors, lawyers, teachers
	Membership:

Peasants led by students and intellectuals
	Membership:

Urban workers led by the educated lower middle classes

‘Workers of the world unite’


RECAP: REMEMBER MAXISM?

1. All history was about class struggles

2. The last struggle would be a violent revolution

3. After the revolution everyone would share the wealth and the workers would own the means of production (land, factories, banks) = socialism

4. Eventually the system would develop into a classless society with everyone paid according to their needs = communism
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	Growth of underground revolutionary and reformist parties


· Backwards Agriculture
· Low 




· Inefficient
· Slow to mechanise
· Limited 

Growth
· Growth of urban working class ‘


’
· St. Petersburg grew from 1 to 2 


(1890-1910), similar in 


· Survey in 1904 found 16 people to 1 apartment, 6 per room in St. Petersburg
· Poor working conditions in cities: 


 and dangerous
· 1914: 10 hour days by 1916: 11-12 hour days, 6 days a week

· Population Explosion

· 73 million in 1816, 

million in 1914
· By 1900 averaging population growth of 

million per year!
· 2 doctors per 


 people
· 80% Peasant 





· Centuries of oppression
· 1861 


 abolished and 23 million serfs liberated (freed) but peasants had to pay redemption payments plus interest to the government who had compensated the landowners for loss of land.  These were cancelled in 1907.
· Redemption payments so high that peasants had to sell all their grain to pay the tax and had nothing to live off
· Some start revolting 1900s wanting land ownership
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