Social Classes in 1900 Russia
	Group
	Rights
	Responsibilities
	Opinions
	Influences

	Peasants.
	Few.  Can borrow money to buy or lease more land from peasants' bank.  Strip farming.
	Pay taxes, do what they're told.  Repay loans with huge interest.
	Resentment towards landowners.  Repayment of loans kept peasants poor and provided a continuing source of discontent.  Many disadvantages to strip farming led to violence.
	Fellow peasants.  Tsar.  Priests.  

	Industrial workers.
	Worked in factories.  Could return to strip farming.  Barracks provided.
	Avoid being punished, do what they're told.
	Very poor conditions, little opportunity for advancement.
	Fellow workers.  Tsar.  Priests.  Town.

	Zemstva.
	Self-government in rural areas.
	Built schools, hospitals, dispensaries, orphanages.  Organised experimental farms & instructed peasants in best methods of handling crops & livestock.  Helped peasants get work.
	Have achieved much good work in local areas.  Important factor in Russia.  
	Peasants welfare.  Demands of the Tsar.

	Middle Classes.


	Limited right to vote.  Free.
	Concerned with profits & business.

Civil servants- loyal to Tsar.

Businessmen- accept autocracy, but not overly concerned with it.  Intelligentsia- want better things/rights for people - reject autocracy.
	Indifferent to political rights/liberties as are not struggling.
	Business world, Tsar & govt decisions, peasant welfare.

	Nobility
	Owned land, could demand taxes.  Could perform local govt functions.  Better education for children.
	Fine peasants.  Run estates.  Sit on the office of Land Captain.  Hold extravagant parties.  Responsible for farming improvements.  Culture and civilization.
	Have everything they need - power, respect, land, money.
	Tsar, Europe, Army, Fashion.


