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Russo-Japanese War 1904-1905

1. Which country is represented by the tiger and why?
2. What is the cartoonist suggesting about this country?
‘Yellow Peril’
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1.  Label each animal (eagle, tiger, bear) and associated country

2. Who is watching and why?

3. What is the cartoonist suggesting?

Summary: Russo-Japanese War

	Causes (person or thing that gives rise to an action)
	Consequences (outcomes, results, effects)
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Bloody Sunday

When:

Where:

Who:

Why:
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The uprising spreads:
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1. Who is being hit by the hammer?

2. What does the hammer represent?

3. Which event is this cartoonist commenting on?

4. What is the cartoonist saying?
 
The outcomes of the 1905 Revolution were:

The 1905 Revolution is often only called a temporary collapse of authority because:
1905 REVOLUTION: PERSPECTIVES

	Yermolov, Agricultural Minister, discusses with Nicholas the use of troops, January 1905

“On 22 January the soldiers certainly carried out the very difficult task which fell to their lot, to fire on a defenceless crowd.  The unrest which started in Petersburg has now spread to most towns in Russia, and everywhere they have to be put down by force of arms.  So far this is providing possible and the soldiers are doing their duty.  But...what shall we do when disorder spreads from the towns to the villages, when the peasants rise up and when slaughter starts in the countryside?  What forces and what soldiers shall we use then to put down a peasant revolt, which will spread across the whole country?  And in the second place, Your Majesty, can we be sure that the troops who have now obeyed their officers and fired into the people, but who come from that very same people, and who even now are in contact with the population, who have heard the screams and curses hurled at them by their vicims, can we be sure that they will behave in the same way if such incidents are repeated?”
	Sergei Witte describes mass urban unrest in October

 “The press came out without any supervision or respect for the law.  The municipal railways were on strike, almost all traffic on the streets had ceased, street lighting was no more, the inhabitants of the capital feared to go out on the streets at night, water supplies were cut off, the telephone network was out of action, all railways to St Petersburg were on strike.”

Witte spoke of his:
“fear that when the army returned home after all its failures it would join the revolution and then everything would really collapse”

Witte reports of actions of non-Russian peoples:

“Seeing this great upheaval, (they) lifted their heads and decided that the time was ripe for the realisation of their dreams and desires.  The Poles wanted autonomy, the Jews wanted equal rights, and so on.  All of them longed for the destruction of the system of deliberate oppression which embittered their lives.  And on top of everything, the army was in an ugly mood.”



	St Petersburg metal factory strike call in Oct 1905 

“We proclaim a political strike, and we will fight to the last for the summoning of a constituent Assembly on the basis of universal, free, direct and secret suffrage to introduce a democratic republic in Russia.”


	Grand Duke Alexander comments in his diary

“Spring and Summer 1906, the so called ‘illumination’.  In the whole of European Russia the peasants burn the landlord’s houses.  A number of Governors and police are killed.”

	Newspaper report of rural disturbances

“Hundreds of buildings worth several millions of roubles have been destroyed.  All the buildings have been razed to the ground in (some) enormous estates. Many houses have been burnt down without reference to the relations which had existed between the peasants and the landowners or the latter’s political views.  The farms of… well-known zemstvo liberals… have suffered along with the rest.”


	Russia seaman describes conditions in the navy
“Sailors were beaten for all kinds of reasons, and often… There was no way of complaining… We were compelled to eat rotten biscuits and stinking decaying meat while our officers fatted themselves with the best food.”



	Student Congress in Vyborg 1905

“Students must mobilise their forces in the powerful towns and create the possibility of using higher education institutions for revolutionary agitation and propaganda in the broad masses of the people and undertake measures to organise student fighting squads so that the students, when necessary, can join the general political strike and armed uprising.”


	May Union of Unions

“All means are admissible in the face of the terrible menace contained in the very fact of the continued existence of the present government: and every means must be tried.  We appeal to all groups, to all parties, all organised unions, all private groups… and we say with all our strength, with all the means at our disposal, you must hasten the removal of the gang of robbers that is now in power , and put in its place a constituent assembly.”



	July Peasant Union Congress

“Private property in land should be abolished… The land should be considered the common property of the whole people”


	Liberal leader Struve, late in 1905

“Thank God for the Tsar, who has saved us from the people.”


THE 1905 REVOLUTION: EXPANDED NOTES

See also pp.10-11 of ‘Russia in Revolution’ and p. 76 of ‘ Big World Small Country’

WAR AGAINST JAPAN 1904-1905

Reasons:
Japan and Russia fighting for control of Manchuria and Korea (sea link to the Pacific that is not 



frozen).  There was also hope that a quick victory would improve the Tsar’s popularity, increase 



patriotism (love of Russia and the Tsar)

Military Events:
Loss of Port Arthur (Dec 1904)



Mukden retreat (Feb 1905)



Russian Fleet lost at Tsushima (May 1905)



Mutiny onboard the Potemkin (June 1905)

Effects:

Illustrated the Tsar’s incompetence and weakened his position.



Further highlighted lack of transportation and communication issues, getting from west to east, in 


Russia.



Worsen conditions for working people: factories closed, people starved.

BLOODY SUNDAY 22 JANUARY 1905

200,000 workers and their families were led by Father Gapon through the streets of St. Petersburg to the Winter Palace to appeal to their Tsar.  They wanted: an end to the war with Japan, better living conditions, an elected parliament, freedom of press, speech, assembly and a shorter working day.  Notice was given to the Minister of the Interior, Mirksy, but no reply was received.   Nicholas was away from his capital and was held responsible when his troops fired at and repeatedly charged the peaceful icon carrying crowd who came to request help from their Tsar.  Around 500  were killed on ‘Bloody Sunday’.  The Loss of Port Arthur showed the government’s incompetence while Bloody Sunday showed its cruelty.  Strike waves grew amongst Zemstva and other middle class bodies.  Hundreds of government officials were murdered including Nicholas’s uncle Grand Duke Sergei who was blown to pieces by a terrorist bomb.  Bloody Sunday had started a revolution against the Tsar.

1905 REVOLUTION

By summer unrest had spread to the countryside and there were disturbances in over half of Russia’s provinces .  In October a rail strike in Moscow developed into a national general strike: factory workers, doctors, teachers and even the Imperial ballet dancers.  Workers in major towns set up liaison committees of factory representatives which developed into councils and were called Soviets.  The St Petersburg Soviet had more control than the Imperial Government.  Revolutionaries rushed back from exile to exploit the situation, while Liberals utilised the unrest to press for major reforms.  Nicholas favoured a military dictatorship but his choice of leader Grand Duke Nikolai Nikolayyevitch refused so he appointed Witte as a prime minister and promised a parliament withlegislative powers in The October Manifesto.  The October Manifesto split the protestors.  Moderate Liberals formed the Octoberist Movement to support the government fearing mass unrest.  It was strengthened by returning troops and arrested the St Petersburg Soviet  and fifteen of its members were sent into exile in Siberia.  In Moscow an army was sent to crush the Soviet and more than 1000 people died in street fighting between the revolutionaries and soldiers.  

In 1906 the Tsar crushed all other areas of revolution.  Bands of thugs known as ‘Black Hundreds’ took the law into their own hands and ordered massacres of the revolutionaries.  The police and army did nothing to stop the blood bath.  By March 1906 the revolution was over and with the peak of the problem over Nicholas began tomodify his concessions.  

Russia did get its Duma (elected parliament) and elections were held in March.  But when it met for the first time in May, Nicholas issued a set of Fundamental Laws, the first one said: “To the Emperor of all the Russias belongs supreme autocratic power”.  Duma or no Duma, Russia was still an autocracy.

1905 seen as a general but temporary collapse of authority, accompanied by scattered, sporadic outbreaks of protest and violence both urban and rural.  Tsarism had survived, and the reforms forced from it had raised the possibility of a third alternative to that of autocracy or revolution, a reforming constitutional monarchy.
