The Viet Cong Rebellion

1. A South Vietnamese communist movement emerged, called the _______________

The Americans found them a threat because_________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________

2. Reactions to President Diem's rule:

Peasants:_____________________________________________________________

Americans:___________________________________________________________

________________ of Communist Party members were arrested or killed 1957-1959.

They maintained contact with the Communist Party of _________ Vietnam by 

_________________________________.  Their methods of action included _______

_________________________________________________.

Reasons why the VC was founded, according to Truong Nhu Trang: _____________

_____________________________________________________________________

3. The VC means ____________________________________.  It included many non-Communists, including _________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Another name for the VC is the NLF (_____________________________________)

4. The VC leadership was mainly ______________.  Their ties with the North included allegiance to their leader ______________________ and military support from _____________________.  They viewed their struggle as a struggle for the reunification of all Vietnam.

5. The VC attracted support by______________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________

VC military forces consisted of 2 main groups, of soldiers and villagers.  VC enlistment was often not voluntary.

6. The VC used ____________________ warfare, including tactics like:____________

_____________________________________________________________________

They were countered by _____________________ soldiers, advising the South Vietnamese Army (ARVN =_____________________________________________)

7. Why was Nguyen Huu Tho important?_____________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

8. Why was Nguyen Van Thieu important? ____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

9. Diem's key problem was that he had alienated the peasants with his _____________

Strategy.  They were attracted by the VC/NLF because _______________________

____________________________________________________________________

Add to your glossary:  VC, NLF, Can Lao, agroville

THE DECLINE AND FALL OF DIEM 1960-63

· By 1960 the Americans had become very concerned about _____________’s leadership of ___________ Vietnam.  Diem resisted American pleas for more ____________________ and increasingly alienated his government from the South Vietnamese population.

· Despite these concerns the Americans under President ________________ decided to increase the United States' involvement in Vietnam in order to combat increasing Viet ___________ activity.  By 1963 the United States had a force of some 15,000 'advisors' in Vietnam who were offering a wide range of assistance to Diem and the South Vietnamese army (________________).  Although United States troops were not at this stage involved the American military presence was still a significant one.

DIEM'S LEADERSHIP
· Supported by USA, yet Diem saw __________________ as a Western disease.

· Faced with a _________________ and military rebellion.

· The rebellion grew and Diem discovered that the Americans were in on the coup plan.

· Diem a symbol of anti-___________________ resistance.  US made a commitment to help ARVN rebuild anti-_________________ forces to halt communist progress.

· Diem had involved 34% of population in war by 1962.

VIET CONG
· founded 20 Dec 1960
· raided army bases and stole _______________, involved in assassination squads, night raids, killing and terrorising villagers
· blamed ______________ for Diem's treatments

· ________________-led and the basis of the movement were Viet ____________ forces who had stayed in the South after 1954.  The North provided military and political guidance.  VC also included non-___________________ groups who opposed Diem's rule.

· VC was a __________________ movement aiming for the re-_________________ of Vietnam and the removal of foreign intervention in Vietnamese affairs.  Army:  People's Revolutionary Army, made up of regular soldiers.  Also villagers involved.
· Throughout the 1960s the VC steadily developed a supply route from North to South Vietnam.  This supply route was hacked out of the mountainous jungles of Laos and Cambodia and became known as the ____________________________________.  It was ___________ miles long.  The trail enabled the ______________ to infiltrate the __________________ at will.  In 1964 approximately ___________________ North Vietnamese went south via the trail, two years later twice this number were entering the South every month.

PEASANTS AND BUDDHISTS

· Diem and his family were Roman Catholics.  The __________________ majority (14 to 1) of South Vietnam resented the favouritism given to Catholics by the Diem Government.  In mid 1963 following the death of nine ________________ at a peaceful rally a large scale anti-Diem protest movement was launched.  This protest was highlighted by several Buddhist monks burning themselves to death in the middle of the streets of _________________.

· ___________________ were anti-Diem and were many supported the VC.  They looked to ___________________________ for spiritual leadership.

· Diem supported landlords who exploited the peasants.  The fortified hamlet / ______________________ strategy (whereby peasants deemed to be under communist threat were forcibly evicted to new villages built behind barbed wire) made peasants resent Diem.  However any peasants suspected of supporting Diem were often kidnapped/tortured/beheaded by the ________.

US INVOLVEMENT SO FAR

· Appointed _____________________ as Prime Minister
· Support:  military, economic, advisors, combat troops

· Supplied training, support, direction, better communications, transport, intelligence, weapons and equipment to _____________________
· Combat support units - helicopter units, air combat units, special forces

THE END OF DIEM…

· The ____________________ movement shocked not only many Vietnamese but the Americans as well.  United States sympathy for the ___________________ indicated that their support for ________________ was wearing thin.  In November 1963 an army coup overthrew the ________________ regime, with the knowledge and non-interference of the United States ambassador in Vietnam.  Diem and his brother were both shot and killed while trying to escape from _____________________. (see p.42)

