DIEM’S REGIME

Ngo Dinh Diem was appointed Premier of South Vietnam on 7 July 1954, by Bao Dai.

Who was Diem?

· Born 1901

· Roman Catholic

· French education

· Anti-communist & anti-colonist – a patriot, but not a communist one

· Backed by America

Diem overthrew all opposition in the South – he destroyed the rich influential sects.

He established a family oligarchy / dictatorship.

· Oligarchy – his family held all the important positions in his government

· Dictatorship – there was no way for anyone else to have a say in government

Diem rigged a referendum to establish himself as President and South Vietnam as a Republic (independent country).

Diem’s problems:

· He alienated all sections of South Vietnamese society, except the Catholic minority

· He alienated the peasants – land reforms saw the return of landowners demanding back rent.

· Thousands became political prisoners – many were killed

His repression of communism, and of former members of the Viet Minh only served to increase discontent within his regime.

He persecuted many nationalist heroes of the first Indochinese War.

Many were driven to support the Viet Cong – these were communists who had stayed behind in South Vietnam after the signing of the Geneva Agreement.

Diem’s tactics drove many to the Viet Minh – Diem labeled these the ‘Viet Cong’.

Their number was estimated at between 8,000 and 10,000.

The Viet Cong began to campaign to “win the hearts and minds” of the peasants of South Vietnam.

By early 1961 they controlled an estimated 80% of the countryside of South Vietnam.
What were the effects of Diem’s leadership on the identity of the South Vietnamese?

The Viet Cong Rebellion

1. A South Vietnamese communist movement emerged, called the _________________

The Americans found them a threat because_________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________

2. Reactions to President Ngo Dinh Diem's rule:

Peasants:_____________________________________________________________

Americans:___________________________________________________________

________________ of Communist Party members were arrested or killed 1957-1959.

They maintained contact with the Communist Party of _________ Vietnam by 

_________________________________.  Their methods of action included _______

_________________________________________________.

Reasons why the VC was founded, according to Truong Nhu Trang: _____________

_____________________________________________________________________

3. The VC means ____________________________________.  It included many non-Communists, including _________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Another name for the VC is the NLF (_____________________________________)

4. The VC leadership was mainly ______________.  Their ties with the North included allegiance to their leader ______________________ and military support from _____________________.  They viewed their struggle as a struggle for the reunification of all Vietnam.

5. The VC attracted support by______________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________

VC military forces consisted of 2 main groups, of soldiers and villagers.  VC enlistment was often not voluntary.

6. The VC used ____________________ warfare, including tactics like:____________

_____________________________________________________________________

They were countered by _____________________ soldiers, advising the South Vietnamese Army (ARVN =_____________________________________________)

7. Why was Nguyen Huu Tho important?_____________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

8. Why was Nguyen Van Hieu important? ____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

9. Diem's key problem was that he had alienated the peasants with his ______________

Strategy.  They were attracted by the VC/NLF because _______________________

____________________________________________________________________

