WHY DID THE US GET INVOVLED IN VIETNAM?
1945 The Viet Minh (led by HCM) began a guerrilla war against French rule

The US government subscribed to the ‘Domino Theory’.  The communist take-over of China, North Korea and North Vietnam led many to fear the communists were taking over the world and most be stopped.

The ‘Truman Doctrine’ and policy of ‘containment’ = the US are not going to allow anymore countries to turn communist.

1949 USSR exploded its own atom bomb, China turns communist and the US had spent over $2 billion supporting anti-communists

China starts supporting communist North Vietnam = US starts supporting France in Vietnam

1954 France defeated at Dien Bien Phu

Geneva Conference – temporary military division of North (HCM) and South (Diem)

Eisenhower a keen supporter of the ‘Domino Theory’ and his foreign policy was closely linked to it – US supported Diem’s regime in the South by sending money, supplies, military equipment

1960
NLF set up aiming to overthrow Diem, get rid of the US and reunite North and South


JFK becomes President – increasing military advisors to the South

1961
Strategic Hamlet programme (a failure) to ‘save’ the peasants from the Viet Cong  

1963 JFK assassinated, LBJ becomes President

ARVN overthrows and kills Diem due to his unpopularity and corruption

LBJ pursues a more aggressive war against the communists

1964 Tonkin Gulf Incident led to Tonkin Resolution and Presidential powers widened

1965
US bombing of North Vietnam begins

